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The United States Shipping Board is keep¬
ing close tab on the efforts of British ship¬
ping interests to seize control of the markets
and ocean transportation in the competition
for world commerce, and announce.; that it

will meet any cut in shipping rate- the Brit¬

ish may see (it to make. In other words,
as one of the consequences of the war. Amer¬

ica has a respectable merchant marine, and
it proposes to make use of it to the limit.

It, matters not whether Germany has an

army of 300,000 effectives, or :i,00o,000.
Focli is on the job of seeing to it that they
keep on German soil, while the peace con¬

ference is determining just how much mili¬
tary power Germany will he allowed to main¬
tain in the future. If.the German people
are not already sick of militarism, they will
have cause to be long before they have paid
the debt it has entailed on them and their
children.

1 Food markets of the country are mani¬
festing sigus of growing resentment at the
persistence of the government in price-fixing.
They feel the need of more freedom in order
to function naturally, which all sound eco¬

nomic philosophy teaches is necessary to the
best service at the smallest cost to consumer

and fair profits to producer and middleman.
Legitimate extensions of government activ¬
ity in the effort to encourage healthy market
conditions is all well enough, but too much
meddlesome interference, stubbornly adhered
to, precipitates confusion, undermines sta¬

bility uf functioning and generally produces
wasteful and ineflicient service

After several year- of stead;- ami irresist¬
ible advance, the forces of General High Cost
of Living are in retreat. They are stagger¬
ing under the sturdy blows if Field .Marshal
Over Supply, and from the Atlantic to the
Pacific the people who have been oppressed
under the grinding heel of Table Kxpenses
arc being rescued The liberating forces are
a trille slow in r';u!)iii!? Richmond, but the
advance guard al.r.ea*tLy.i"'here, and its pres¬
ence is signalized by a 'decrease in prices of
sundry vital necessities. Now that the retro-
grade movement is gaining headway, the day
may be near at hand when once more the
housewife will find it necessary to take a
basket with her when sle ;oes to market
with a $Ti bill to purchase the family dinner.

Mine. Hreshkovskaya "gr wulmother of the
Russian revolution." who was forced tvi flee
the country in order in avoid le itig mur¬
dered by tin: Bolshevik authorities, depicts ."

shocking condition- of affairs in liussia, and
givt-3 it a li'-r "pinion that it-; futwe i hope-
Jess unless thi Bo!.- heviki are overthrown.
She says more than half the population of
Petrograd has been destroyed or driven from
the city. Still, a- gloomy as is the picture
she paints, the l»o! hcvik government is
steadily extending it- rub- to all parts of
the country, and the allies continue without
any detinue policy as to the pari thev are
to play in redeeming it from the terrors
everywhere in evidence. Inijuostionably,
Russia presents the birgest problem before
the peace con fen nee

cipline. Fn|-
this shocking
conducted an
The result of

Recently a report was sent out iroin l'aris
» that discharged American soldiers were re-| sponsible for a h'-avv 1n< r->. .if crimes «>f
violence in that city. To the pi up of Amer¬
ica the story wa- difficult of belief. it was

» not conceivable that Amer:--;,:, soldiers in% large numbers had .iddenly developed mh-Iik criminal tendency t<n 1>. ing r. ]e;, .i from
n the restraint ol military

lowing the broadcasting ot
| charge, the Associated i're

^^Investigation as to its truth. ...
'

that Investigation, just annoiitK. !. tljsclo:.,-.
that Apaches of all nationalito dr. ssed hi
American uniforms were mainly r< ptmsibb
for verified a<-tof violence while the
"published figur s of ;t "great crime wa\'-"
f.originated nearly o\c!usi\ely in tln» vivid

! imagination of sensational local newspaperll
There is the same old, familiar <opi.; of

^ discussion in the V'e.sl Virginia BegislatureJbut K is being tipproached from a directl>
iopposite .ingle. Afi'r spending ?a0o. m jn

prolonged and desperate effort to wriggblout of paying its prewar debt t,, Virgiaia. a
tfneat liltle sum of $13,(i0f«.<nio, ji ha ceased

\ Mp kick against the pricks, and shows a grati
ljfying inclination to comply with the mandateI hf tie Supreme t.'ourt Legislai ti res atCharleston have been made and unmade by^ilhe State debt controversy, anil heretofore

. politician who advocated paytneijt was

ill bad with tlio public. Now that the re¬
versal of form has come, the devisor of a
scheme to wipe off the debt will be in high
favor. Virginia is not concerned about the
method, but it will bo glad to havo the old,
11«)Ublesome score settled. It only regrets
that (li»» bondholders, and not the State, will
be lhe beneticiaries.

M
I he Proposed Municipal Tax Increase
A ^ OR GKOUGIO AINSLiK'S proposed!
recommendation that the City Council

increase the tax rate on real estate and per-
sonal property will ru>t strike a responsive,1
chord in (lie breasts of those citizens who
havo it to pay. Doubtless Mayor Ainslie be-
lieves an increased rate is necessary to pull
Richmond out of debt and keep it financially!
afloat; perhaps it is, but the taxpayers will j
demand that ihe necessity be proved to them
before Uioy will consent voluntarily to take;
up the greater burden. First, they will want'
to know in minutest detail why* Richmond
has been running behind approximately $250.-
000 each year, and if, by introduction of a
more rigid economy and efficiency, prom¬
ised under t! e new system of government.
the possible waste and extravagance cannot

( ut down to a point whore the necessity
of increased taxes will be obviated.

Richmond citizens to-day pay $1.65 the'
$100 on their real estate holdings and a siiu-
ilar amount on their personal property. This!
rate already is unenviably, not to say un¬

reasonably. high in comparison with the rates!
levied by other cities in the same class. Add
to this the State and Federal taxes, the latter
apparently to be raised with only the blue sky
as the limit, anil the tax burden becomes a
rushing weight under which many mav sue-I
cumb. The high tax rate lias proved a bar
to thousands who but for it would have come
to Richmond and invested their funds, add¬
ing immeasurably to its growth and business
prosperity, and now another rail laid atop
the taxation fence will be all but insurmount¬
able. I nder these conditions, an increase
such as i he Mayor suggests should be think-I
able only when every other means to keep
the city within its income has failed.

It is a matter of open knowledge that in
the past Richmond has been wasteful, and
in the lack of a centralized, responsible sys-
f' rn fumJs have been dissipated without a
nollar-tor-dollar return in value. There have
been leaks that now must be made good
lake, for instance, the Administrative Board
and certain examples of its proved careless-

U1 cxp(?nditure of the city's money.
Multiply these instances attributable to (lie
old unsupervised system of purchasing, and
mlicit of the present deficiency may be ex¬
plained That, of course, will not bring back
the funds but it should point a guiding finger
into the future. It is true that the citv has
suffered heavily through its loss of liquor
revenue, while loss of the rolling-stock tax
and items segregated to the State account
for a large portion of the present distressing
financial situation. it is a further matter
of open knowledge that in trimming i .5 esti¬
mates to make them come within the rev¬
enues during past, years the city has tried to
deceive itself, and has camouflaged th» Vx°
payers by pruning deeply into appropria¬
tions winch it knew to be absolutely neces-
sa».. such as money for supplies essential
to the operation of the Gas Works, and di-

on, 'ne, f,IIldS ap,)aront,y thus saved to
'.lie, purposes where a real saving might
,iav made. Thus the law was observed

each ve^r °r " "0t in th° Spirit' but '"fore
« h >car was over it meant that the citv

t0 *° to ,hn ha»lvs and borrow monev
'. wet ns running expenses. At the best

' l'''s l>ee:, a faulty method of conducting
' n > * business, and perhaps is responsible

fo « «e present state of its treasury Hai®
.

"u'sp M,pthods may be considered past"»der the new system of government, but sUI

|l- fidd.or b(J pol(l Ior !l|raoEt foigou<c|;
Tlio IfflBTO nat h. unrcaso.ab|<,

. t law of 8elf-pre«ervatlon is stronn in,I

except by higher taxes, m this attitude they
are amply justified, for, in spite of the

beeirVe |S,a,7IIOnt that th° ox»)0nt,iti:re.s have

11,-.t
lo a mir>imum, it is believed

can l?o "offoVt^!f'° SaJ ,nKS in '"any directions
be^retted and w,thout inconvenience

without "some <Tul°u°. '.V'1 Whilc lonRor

imi'rovomcnts,
' b,u"hafwrn'T

ai^vt ';;.;rns."," "¦« -m5
'pi ,

' ,,ainfnl and embarrassing
'he whys and wherefores of the proposed
¦n.roaaa should 1,0 f.rthcomi.B m..
Mayor, and presumably they will be when
lie submits his budget to the Council. Then

° c t,z«n* forceful fashion may bo ex¬
pected (o present their side of the case.

J'oland

pRlRXD.S of liberty throughout the world
must view with profound satisfaction the

.'"lion 01 the I nited States j. recognizing
formally the independence of Poland. Others
of the Kreat powers, of course, will follow

sjiil With .he result that within a very brief
mo this resurrected nation will stand before

the world free to work out its own destiny
I is a solemn commentary on the passing

"f Ihe old order in world affairs. It jK a
magintir.-iii vindication of the principle that

^ernmen. by tyranny cannot survive
here, was a time when Poland was one of

l urone°n r'St """¦ ,n°St poworful nati.s "f
I.urope. Corruption within its government
,mw'\er. made it he easy victim of intrigue
from without, and f()r vei.-« .1

r|Ku»

I "rr.-.,I - .a" ,wo

iv ilizat ion.
1 tipon

Ilul flii* bniri 1 /,t »» »

a...iw"ui""in.
Powers from i|,.

,,"r,ve their

the strueture .f ,
,;"vor»ed.

! <» '-.«« thai .hi?u
""-led natioi si.

*"rmno 'his resur-

- > as L 'l:;;;:; :;r
; w"h the Poll I, 1,.

"'..'"'.r rests

"f '»". world iin
Powers

! 1° |,ro««<lont Wilson's fonrl^n
». iv. p.,!.trt(| ,.v,

"T Peace

,,fiown*«»ivatl«n Veiihenithwy '" ,w"rk out
per ..... lea t of which

Hbft80tw,,h
of the Pole., ii i'npetiioHlly
and Lithuanians 1,/ /"rl,°'S,,jVakH
a|-,!1 list III. ;i11 < 1 .,

' ' have protested
the fol,* Blak0

out claims to territory not included in tho
original Polish program, and wjbilo tho poaco
couforonco has been wrestling with this per¬
plexing problem antagonists^ havo been
stirred up which will not rendor leas dlf-
llcult the task of thoso seeking to launch tho
now Poland upon a safe courso.

Also it will bo necessary for tho Polish
peoplo to read carefully back ovor thoir own
history to tako warning of tho fact that In¬
ternal weaknesses wero responsible in the
iirst instance for the downfall of old Poland.
In tho homely slang of America, it is up
to Poland to show that it can "como baok."

Apparently reliable advices state that Pres¬
ident Wilson will leave France on February
15 for a brief visit to tho Unitod States, most
t.f which time will bo spent at Washing-
ion. scat of the national government. Both
the outgoing and tho incoming Congresses
will please sit up and take notice, as to the
former, especially, he may desire to address
a few remarks to remind it that, though
"gone" after March 4. it will "not soon bo
forgotten." As to the incoming Congress,
the President probably will give it the "once
over" as an unorganized body in order to
judge as to whether it can be trusted to
enter upon its work at an early date or
await tho time of the regular session in
December.

The Federal government is considerably
worried at thu bigness of its task in taking
up tho slack in the labor market and pro¬
viding employment for all who are willing to
work, especially as it will be increasingly pro¬
nounced as demobilization of the army pro¬
ceeds. Still, it has more and more assumed
a paternal attitude toward all business ac¬
tivity. and. therefore, it stands obligated to
meet expectations it has created to the ut¬
most of its powers. Tho country cannot af¬
ford under any circumstances at this time a
panic of unemployment, as, aside from the
business crash it would precipitate, it would
invite grave political complications that
might undermine the security of representa¬
tive republican government Itself with star¬
tling rapidity.

Much Ado About Nothing
BY no* K. SIOl'LTOM.

The I.lmlt.
They've raised the price of onions.
And they've raised the price of eggs.
They've raised the price of parsnipsAnd vca! and mutton legs.
They've raised the price of pencils
And overcoats and ink.
They've raised the price of ermine
And skunk and rat and mink.
They've raised the price of blotters.
Of haircuts and of shaves.
They've raised the price of caskets
And Gates Ajar and graves.
So let them keep on raisins.
It matters not to me.
I"or 1 have grown indifTerent
And shocked I cannot be.
1 am a calm philosopher
As prices upward go;
In fact, they passed my limit
About a year ago.

Tom Morgan says some quiet men were notthat way before they were married, and womight add that some noisy women were notthat way before they were married, either.
Hen de Casseres says: daughter is a wing.a great white wing that lifts us above thekitchens and back yards of the commonplace."
The war was a keen disappointment to agood many American soldiers. Every one ofthem went over tlcrc to get a Hun. and thereweren't enough Huns to go round.

The City Man'* Winter Vocation.lie had a tine lity apartment.
Me lived upstairs over a cabaret.He heard jazz music all day and night.He heard trombones and sour sopranos.He heard dishpans, drums and explosions.He heard "I.." trains banging by.He heard street cars and horn".
He was brought up on noise.
lie had "become accustomed to it.He paid no attention whatever.
lie decided to take a vacation.
lie brought home ood.es of folders.He fought it all out with the w ife.He selected a place not very far away,lie packed up and took his family there.He found the place was without noise.Ho discovered he couldn't sleep.lie tossed amid the silence.
He had a brilliant inspiration.
lie went to the. railroad station.He made inquiry about commutationHe could go to town every night.He couid also return every morning.He bought a commutation tickoS.He beat it for the city every evening.He njoyed a sleep in his apartment.He went back to the country every morning.He found commuting very pleasant.He traveled in when the crowd traveled out.He traveled out when the crowd traveled in.He never missed a good night's sleep.He had a very successful vacation.

Somebody asked Uncle Tcrwilliger the othernight what he thought of th.^ Russian imbroglioj and h* #iid he didn't know, as he had nevertasted any of it.

Speaking of lecturing and war, Irv Cobbsays: "War brings out a strange psychologyof fear. Men are afraid. Iirst, of being killed,but more than that they are afraid that a lotj of total strangers will think they arc afraid.That is what makes heroes, soldiers and popu¬lar lecturers."

( linrginp: for "Srrvlef,"
Noting the habit of restaurant proprietorsin charging for a lot of thing.-; like "nouvers."otc.. an up-State editor has issued a "service"rate card which runs as follows and adheresstrictly to the spirit of the times:
"For telling tho public that a man is a suc¬cessful citizen when everybody knows he ia asI lazy as a hired man, 52.70.

i' "Iteferrlng to some gallivantin' fellow as one| who is mourned by the entire community, whenhe will only be missed by the poker circle,SI 0.18.
..'inferring to one an a hero and a man of; courage and one. who will stand by his con¬vict ions. when everybody knows he is a moralcoward and would soil out fdr 30 cents, 50.21."Calling an ordinary pulpit orator an emi¬

nent divine. f,0 cents.
"Sending a doughty sinner to heaven. M.38.i "Heferrlng t<> a deceased merchant who never

advertised in his life as a progressive citizen,
"l.ambasting tho daylight out of demon rum

at 'he behest of the local temperance union,$0.77.
"Ditto for the prohibitionists at the bchcot

of the local-funnel club, ID.77."

Home young women are born foolish and
others try to get through the traffic In tight

I tklrts.

Health Talks by Dr. Wm, Brady
The Klu Still Flicker*.

'Copyright, fla. Ov National N*WMV*orr Btrrlf J

Colonel Victor C. Vaughan, of the Surgcon-
V«?.V i8 °n,co> discussing tho Influenza cpi-
..''i.1..' a recent meeting of the American
lubllc Health Association, observed that (lie
respiratory diseases kill somo 40 per cent moro
men than women, since men move about ami are
exposed more than women.exposed, you should
underhand not to weather, or a..'y^hint' l"k«
that, but to spray or contact Infection from
persons with slight respiratory troubles, vul¬
garly called colds." The recent statistics show
that, influenza, if that is tho name of the epi-
to'fMri «

,oy affected persons from twenty
Im # I years of age. persons presumably
for VhiJ i«n\V.\ Vi|f0r and he«*Hlt. One reason
tor this is that only per.ioiis of that aec have
been serving ilt u,o army, another is I hat both
wnicpp V °f ,,,;lt.aer KOt aboul more than
younger or older people do and henco stand a
t-reater chance of picking up any infeotlon peo¬
ple are peddling about.

Influenza Is a disagreea.>lt illness, but not at
w». 1futn1, twenty-nine out of thirty cases

\ ,1.®' P»eunioiila develops as a complication of

mt oL«t f;,n'S , "°.1 "nlikely to <io when the

venhiiii i r
remain at rest in bed In a well

xeutiluted room or on a sleeping porch, the
disease becomes serious enough.
_K1.'1 f,Vmo Muccn inlluen/.a w«'mado a report¬able disease. It was up to the doctor to de¬
cide whether to report a case of acute respira¬
tory infection as influenza. He had no positive
means of determining whether a Kivin case

resniriiorJ Vnfo-h" wr "*U!n tho c°n»nion acuto

cold/
infection usually caller -grip- or

In some places the health authorities re¬
quired isolation of "llu" patients for two weeks

as It justifiable to Isolate such vietlms of !
inspiratory infection as the Joctor In attend¬
ance considered inhutnza cases and not those

ButCOthii i?1!(,°rd',l'1 ry °f course not.

prefer »n 'I '.in"'5' Public lealtli authorities
see ii,.V m,Mi , lh. '...P'ratory infections. You
f,tn'i»i! ' eJ,timation of the. public

l '.1' authorities. Is not yet educated suffi-
N.f-i.i .. .M i«

ra \nd t,,JU each and every ul-
i

<>r K p is j,,st as infectious and

which' tlin,U^rl»0.VSi«a8 is ,the, Particular case in

presence of fnfluenzaf 1>hy8,c,*» iissum«

nJFv .1,frt,Tn0y in. health administration
much in theafr ay' Ut >Ct WO nro 8,1,1 ver>'

....
Unfmloim iiiui Anmvrr*.

1.1 uVVihw ic lor T"nsil Operations..Do you
?Mnov.i [i .

as the anesthetic for
nino\ ,ii of tho tonsils. \« \»» t>

, ,.A''S.Wor ~Tho cholee of anesthetic is for the
operator to make. Sometimes general anes¬
thesia Is necessary, and in some eases a local
d Mm

S sl'' clo.nt- 't depends on the con-

,!. L , i
t-iroat and of the patient. Jf I

v ere to have my tonsils removed I'd let the
npera-.or d vide on the anesthetic and keep my
own mouth closed until he got ready to work

This Will Shock the Mollies.. | seem to be
^i&°,»l,r°u»rh tt,e severest northwest wi.n-

» 1 /
temperature sometimes falling to

far below freezing, without noticeable discom-
" earing very light summerweight under-

\\iat. In so doing am I courting trouble in

aiYmen??- °.f ,so*c a 1 l<Ml rheumatism and kindred
!.L\. £V.!*V } have never stifTere.j from colds of
an> Kind. Am forty-three years old. I> it H
nnsJiKw.4*^? m

,ll,y .""¦"so'1 or climate tile'least
is bes- fr !. \'lK f)lle'-a.n wwr with comfort
j?r ,u

tr""' the hygienic viewpoint. Outside
of tho almanac and i.'ncle Hiram's correspon¬
dence wltii the faraway eminent specialist in
all human ills, there is no known reiation be-
tw.n-n clothing ana .oint disease, nor between '

ri'sp!r»fory'';,'i.;:5«o"r «l«h'nE and

Not a "Fourteen Point" Nation.
IIV WAI/Do c. mohsi:
I.owyer nnd I'lihllrlm

ini> f^fl0?LiS r'n,1,"8! a^.OUt the !an,) proclaim-
" . ',Vm nited States, cannot abandon
one Wilson peace point without justifying th"
Oeimans in renewing the war. He is the same
who entered into a controversy with Premier

1» mcnceau, of France, in respect to the True
in^aninir n, an idiomatic French nontence usprj
by tne Premier. The Senator is wron" againthis time on both his facts and the law.

lirciMsUe hlt'tVr ''' not RUrrender to any
m, n:

. of fourteen verbal guns nor
<.ic. the allies grant a truce weakened by anv
promises or pledges. Surrender of prisoners

.^r«w^T:sr,"- '.tuinrri
supremacy were the rob.- of the allies who con

trr.ous, confjuering host.
,c

The Germans surrendered because

ir°m """ .' ""

sscss!

Wilson's fourteen principles W hou la^nL^.?1sei? open to the chargo if perfidy."
,l"

Which were to forefend a war.

hon^a'T?r,,theBrit"r,?a^ar'hc *>">"* of their
!!oar in our rejoicing for the livinewl,tch
nonor if men who nevrr can comn

reverent
presidential jewels, "Too proud ir h^,...,I,OS0
"Peace without victory.''

" "thl il",,

eithfr* ht'Wbof.1 ,arK"

sworn t-, rupport.
''°" which has

WV have only one sovereign
us.the people. And the >.5ntlu ,

oh can h,nrt
to no perron an authority i(, l,,1, .^lave Canted
them i,.. any more spr.k,.rJ or w ».

or bind
W'e will conclude peace as we sh-.n , °rd?'

best, and be free from ple«iire« i i .?w rJcenl
save that we be truo 0

"
rv

°f'1'Ka,io»!'.
traditions. We have empowered dicu1or°U0ri urenuocracv. The Concif».

'"ttator or

and inviolable, our protec ion i . ? ""Pretne
Our officii. In a re ou r rvanT«

specific duties and endowed with mlt*^ Wit''
er Let them heed the lirnitaiiiL ^ PvOW*

Constitution of the United StateS.-CopyHg',^

News of Fifty Years Ago
'prom the Richmond Dispatch. Feb. 3. 18fif>.)

It has been decided that und»r
N*o. 149. the stay law order issued ht r*

or,ier

nljm. »«.«.. aro stayed umlf «7lJrPthS;
,.a?,w.7frr».,arraw,.v,? ciy,
John M. I^angston, a negro of Ohio «rin

an applicant for the ministershin ii.

reason that he would nol dim his nnlltfmi
»" on":""s"Iwtwsk

rr-rpossessed of the most wonderful natural power
of calculation evor heard of. |)e |S ent?t^?v
uneducated yet any most difficult (,uest"on n
arithmetical calculation will meet with
answer from him. lie never makes a n\il'fuy

lM! S% iS a fSw
Twenty-five couples took chances in »i.A i«.

lery of matrln o.,y during the month of January
Of these, slxtesn couples were cancaslinT ,^i
nine of the African persuasion. '

tleneral Stoneman on Saturday annnint«,i t«i,.
H Spiece to be «'onin,onwealUh's Attorney
Nelson ' ounty. to take n.e piac» of
citizen, tainted merely with an in<ihi'niv L
take, the iron clad oath. maollltj to

The reconstruction committee thin week will
take final action upon the ntipminno \ »/

as to the admission of Virginia and Misslssipp.
Tt Is asserted In Washington that one ct #»,»

very first of General Grant's acts as l'r«nfrti«?
will be to order Geneinl Sheridan hack t« f'hi
command of tl.e Department of New Orleans
Tho "Kev Mr. Klder." so frequently referred

Nuriu."'1 t>loachor l 'oln »om«wiiero iway 'up

FROM OTHER VIEWPOINTS
I

National Problems l)iscusse<J for Headers ol The Times-Dispatch bjAuthoritative Writers.1\ Daily lCUitorlul Feature.

GERMANY'S COMMERCIAL FUTURE.
IIV J. I-'lllOII HMSAIIV,

Wn»hlnKton t.'orrr»i>»»nd«*nl of Tlir Tlmrn-DUiintrfc, now in lOuropr.

When and under what limitations
Germany will be attain admitted to a

commercial relationship with the al¬
lies is a question which the peace com¬
missioners must face at an early stage
of the formal conferences. Already
I hey have canvassed it informally
among themselves and already differ¬
ences of view have developed regard-
intr the treatment which should he
accorded the enemy.
On group of allied statesmen taken

the position that German Industry
must recolvo no stimulation through
free commercial intercourse with
those allied markets, which before the
war were wide open to her, and which
felt the sharp com pet it ion which 0»*r-
man enterprise brought about. They
contend that the punishment of the
j'cnnan people should proceed to the
Im t of business isolation, if not ac¬
tual business ostracism.
These statesmen appear to have,

strong support in many quarters.
I hey are opposed to the revival of the
great German merchant marine. Thev
want the remaining German ships con-
"seated in ,Mo .na, term8 ()f' |leuc
and they want to remove forever, if

'J1;11. German aggressiveness
!.?.. t ,e which made them dangerous

J|,, contest for the worlds
trade. Otherwise, it is contended, Ger-
.L'lViV again become pov.... ful, and
with a return to power she may be-
come a menace to world peace

The other view- is that as soon as

. .
°' ,:,(,rm:iny should be .-,1-

YkY to open her ports, to send her'
a»n !V'r <\ar,r"''M abroad, she

should ho allowed to reconstruct her
rlVfe8|,: ln,l,,»trl«« and should be per¬mitted to make some money through
rill ess'"eihiKy inl|° tlU*' frurl,,'-K markets.

,
this is done, (.(crrnany will be

!¦ i
° death. She cannot thrive

f\tthln J,?rsc,f* ,S,H' used about tliree-
hlr«.if , f

producing l ower to clothe
her i irliv i

herself and to develop
ner purely ilumcmii' resources The
other two-fifths of her energy in nor
"'"I 11»nes. Is applied to the pro«luc-tion of goods which she sella abroad.much of which goods are made from
rxw materials which she lm .oris
In less her surplus energies are at

mrnet M°n,e °','»"rt u n 11 y for develop,mcnt, the country Koon or late « li
wm na/v" a,r"1 'f,il M«ltnni«i

'
,

ties whichb;;.mu; lo,p:iy thp
L\,* u be demanded of herShe Hill never be able to restore I'
gium. to restore Northern France *!nd
to pay .-.rent Britain and the 7?niteStates for the losses lllegallv >»(.?,! . !
o?" he'war. naU°"a

If Germany. |ri her present sr-i'e
ere put up at auction, she would iih''bring enough money to mUt the

'

domnitles which will |,e exacted of her"
. he has nothing now with which .<»

nj' !:xco"; f-rltory. and terrUorv has
>"V. ln,mv<, ate cash value. Her* na¬tional treasury is bankrupt. Iler irov.
ei nment may posstblv remiiiii tn v

|Vfar. ''rtn' °f, n'':tfly **0.000.000.;,uo. butI. It does it will precipitate a nn.i,.

sf,teP^r'K<> \he whn,° country Into astate ot wreck and ruin.
a

people, gathered here for
I

Voice of the People.
i<«tterv niu«f c've tUe name ami oit-

m.h'li.hlrt .t Vrr,'er- "III no, b.
publiihfd If %% ritrr iu rcMjurs t a.

... ,.
Work of the Singer*.

Jo the Lditor of The Times-Dispatch:
r.\r*i The TinicK-iJlHpatcli

criticism of the Philharmonic Orelies-
tra in this mornings paper, we were
pardonably grat tiled by the praise of

| f the orchestra, but aston¬
ished that no mention was made of the
splendid work of the singers, who so
generously placed their services at our
disposal at such very short notice. We
wish to make public acknowledgment
V.. .our indebtedness to Mr Oswald
I!lake and to Mrs. Howard Cooke for
their invaluable help. Those who were
present need no Information, as thev
could hear for themselves, but we
should like the Richmond public to be
Informed of the wonderful success
made by Mrs. Howard Cooke, and to
say that such polished artistry in the
vocal art is all too rare a thing to bu
I.Khtly passed over. Mr. Mitchell's
reputation as a pianist Is already
tlrmly established, and wo think it
would have been at least a graceful
thing to do to at least mention his
good work with us last night

«,, . . ,,
w. hi:.viiv bakKit.

Richmond, \ a., January HO, 1010.

...
A Forlorn Hope.

lo tho Kditor of The Times-Dispatch
,n a letter to the New llamp-

shire State Legislature.which has re-

^*V£Je«Ua0d ,to the woman
suffrage amendment to the Federal
Constitution-Kverett 1*. Wheeler, rep-
resenting the American Constitution
League Bays: "What this amendment

tD ^'i'V0 'he negro women
of Alabama and South Carolina a nar:
j" t!"> government of New Hampshire
Do you want that? They are not ouuli-
fied for the sufTrage. Their leaders .

I Hooker Washington in his lifetime.
Major Moron now -advise their neonle
p keen out r,r politics. Why thrust
the sufTrage upon them now?

"I remember well when negro suffrage
for men was forced upon the South »he
first result was bad government. This
became so bad that President Haves
gave up the struggle and permitted
the South to deprive the negroes of

i .rJf 'ige by various contrivances

j rhcs* were evasions of the law and

Inqulrlcn regarding nltiiont nny tonic
exeepttnc on loprnj mid nicdictil Miib-
Jecl*. arc aininrrrd free. As all in-
fitirlea nre nnnwered directly by per-
Nona I letter, a Nclf-nddrrHKf d. sfriniped
envelope In required. Addrenn i'lie
'I'imea - Dlnpntch Information Hiirenu,
Kichinond. Vn.

Twenty-Sixth Infnntry.
Mrs. F. C. W., Covington..Tho

Twenty-sixth Infantry Hegiment is in
the First Uivision, arjny of occupation,
at Mont liaur, Germany. Wc cannot
say as to when the regiment will be
ordered honje.

"Illndrnhiirg I.lne.**
C. S. H.. Tappahannock..1The "Hin-

denhurg line" was a carefully prepared
line of defense which the Hermans had
supposedly rendered impregnable. The
line is assumed to have been through
Laon. I>a Fere, St. Quentin, Cambrai
and I.tile, joining the old line at Vimy
It id go north of Arras.

Fifty-Fourth Infantry.
Mrs. A. 1J. N., Jctcrsville..The Fif¬

ty-fourth Infantry is in the Sixth Di¬
vision. and recently was at Aigny-le-
Duc, France. It Is not with the army
of occupation, but we are unable to

say when it will be sent back to the
United States.probably within a few
weeks. '

f'ontrol of the Sens.
Robert. Keysville..The fleets of the

allied nations.Great Itritain. the
United States. Japan, France and Italy
.now control the seas. The purpose
of this unified power at the present
time is to maintain the freedom of the
seas for lawful use and to protect such
passages as the Straits of Gibraltar,
the Suez Canal, the Dardanelles, the
ltosporus and the entrance to the
Baltic.

Ra.i Wnrfnre. '

J. M. L., Burkevllle..During the en¬

gagement near Ypres, April 22, 1<ji;>.
the Germans Introduced poisonous or

asphyxiating gases, the first time ever

used in war. These gases were gen¬
erated' in bombs, grenades and other
apparatus, and allowed to drift with
suitable winds Into the allied trenches.
General French announced that a week
earlier the Germans had falsely stated
that the Dnglish were using asphyxiat¬
ing fir*" as a weapon of war. I.aler the
'use of gas In explosive shells became
general, "the allies having been forced
to adopt Ihe new weapon in self-
defenue.

' . . ruiai,y ,.Va\. 1K" «¦»... W!,,ly w»''<-li
she .>vft.s to iii,. nations u.|,,u!'"y, w,hat
«|M'naK.-,|. Is t. ,»-r . A Sh° l,a»
deal with t },«> world ...

<!'»ancc t»
i... M ^ Uo, ,n"rc- Sh.j

ma 11 it ,,r us . <V as a
firiaiicial ior,.Ho "UOnt,1 l,ut *
." « or |,v II,!. a I ili m ui! ;l" *»-
in.I imvur w||| |,o dr i w?, r

nevor w»3
nip. urawu from a tur-

tradesmen will li;tv« nn uoh'ni <Jt'r'nun
trawl. Thev will V? . . U,,,1,MI road* lo
business Willi l lii^iv v m! "Kht for
»'«.« overcome IhVV-uEl V*"" T,,cy

"In" otjt of every

struggle 'it ...»
1 hcy must

he for.-, lo" tuinstu!' . i?V"r «true^ed
their wares in tlL V... «"«!
buy or.

r of a fprclg'n

fashion ti^^Vof ).}?, are"°. tills
tin,, I "to I, . ,r t r;h-ih"iti1-
nounced a vlctIn. orr' "/ bt"!K "r""

pSSfBthose witl, whom I havC talked In

Paris
conv°rsatlon since coming to

Hut whatovor position may he taker,
'. this j.Kar.l will be taken bv th«

tIon*'0 ^?",,n'8sio,U:r!i swlthout consu!ta-
ion w.th i.crman interests. it h-i«
hei r, pretty well settled that the Oer
m Uc/l !(', l!h,U'miari''" wi" not 1)0 ad-

the peace council uhtll after
all problems of this sort have been
.net and solved. They are to be an
proached. not from anv sense of s^n-
Pathy or solicjtude for the Germ?n

. V1 .soe,>' from the potnt of
interest of the allied nations. This has
».'< n made vtry clear more than onto

.
preliminary conversations that

are going on at this time.
>".>!, or late, of course. Germanv'i

representatives are to be admitted to
the sessions of the council. If. f0-
noihln,; e.s.'. this will be necessary In
ord.-r formal.y to notify the German
n.ition of tiie terms which are tinallv
mposed upon it. There is a definite
h.'lw^v'.'r t'" °i, thC Cart of thf: 'illle^
h wtw-r, to allow the enemy envovs
.he opportunity to harangue the con-

tr®Js for this or against that.
I ho allies will make what they will

regard as a Just peace with German*
nothing more and nothing less Thev

are willing that >he shall have the
r:ght I.. live, as President Wilson has
repeated.v declared, but to live under
HUeh conditions as will render her im-
p'»t< nt !n war us far into the future as
nev ar«' now able to see. That is the
most important consideration in the
policy of the allies toward Germany
at this moment. After that phase of
the matter has been settled, thcy will
determine how far it may be proper
jto throw o;>en their ports and their
'niark"'- to iJerman tjaile.
almoM as bad as misgovernmcnt. Whv
repeat that experiment? God knows
there is lawlessness enough in this
country now. Iio not increase it
l.eave your Senators to vote according
to their Judgment. Bach State
should determine for itself the reguln-
ti'^.of stiff rape within Us own border?.'*

With the North waking up to the
fact that the infringement of States'
figiits in the distinctly local matter of
suffrage forebodes evil consequences to
MiPir own and, inclooil, io overv
.state In the t'nion. the passage of the
Anthony amendment, or. at all events,
its rat Ideation, seems a forlorn hope.

r>! » ^ ,,
KBCOKDBK.

Kichmond. Vn. January 29. 1913.

Books and Authors.
"The Web." by Frederic Arnold Kum-

mer. author of "Dost Paradise." etc.. Is
S», by th* Century Com pan v.
In.- author of this rattling good sp'v
story, founded on fact, was fortunate
in being able to obtain information
concerning certain work carried out
by th#« weorot K**rvio«? authorities of
<«rea, ISrltaln, which work resulted in
a great naval victory, (me cannot fail
to be stirred by the knowledge that the
actual combat at sea resulted from the.
efforts of men and women, enmeshed
it, a wel. of romance and intrigue,
many thousands of miles removed from
the scene of the battle, unseen figures

a. .r.?.m-'1 .""» astonishing in its nature,
so brilliant in its results, that one is
again reminded of the old adage -that
'truth is stranger than fiction." Cour¬
age. love, faith and devotion to dutv
or a high order, all were necessary
that these results might be secured,
and it will surprise no one to learn
¦that such qualities were possessed, in
a superlative degree, by an American
itr w spapc-r correspondent.
"Danger and Other Stories." by A.

f.onan Doyle, is one of Cieorge If.
Doran i'o.'.s latest Issues. Several of
tiie.-o stories are appearing in print
for the first time. The title storv.

i<.'f.rsiK.^r' , w;is wrl,,«n to warn tho
Miitish of the possibilities of sub¬
marine attack upon the mercantile
marine, and to emphasize the neccrsitv
for a tunnel passage between Knir-

ranee. Iln seems to want
Hanger to be the most-talked of

story in the f»ook, but it does no'
eclipse the others by any means. "Tho
Horror of the Heights" is in Conan
Doyle H t a miliar and pustly famous
style. It presujip.>ses a jungle of
monstrous creatures in an upper air
strata. " I'lie Fall of Ivird Barrvtnore"
is rather a new type of storv, buf
well done. "The Prisoner's Defense''
M a spy story with an unusual ending,
he story about the three children

contains very little djscription. but
a great deal of entertaining, if rather
wise conversation between a father
and his childrcn.

The Knvoy of the Dead.
fKdllh <""avell at the peace confercnce >
Did. a white moth flutter against the

window pane?
Did a light wind whisper through

the council ha'MV
The great men looked up, to see if it

would come again.
And a listening silence fell upon
them all.

Then they seem fo see her. coming with
her bandaged eyes;

There was blood upon her dress
where her wounds were bare-

So they p.aced a chair for her. 'with¬
out question or Surprise

For the* knew the mighty dead had
chosen to send her there.

The mighty .VatIon of the Dead, who
died on land and sea,

And by the rood, yo,i know their
wounds. O Christ on Calvary!

Thev chose her. for she knew (hem all
soldier and little child

The girls who in an hour grew old
had sent a word 1>» lie-'

Within her quiet hands she held their
wrongs unreconciled.

ur

She led a long procession like a
white-robed crucifer.

® A

I
And while they spoke of f00d and

trade, she sat and listened, quieflv-
And when they spoke of armaments'

she had no word to say to them
l.uf when they spoke of justice, she

arose in simply dignity
Straight as the wooden cross men

set outside Jerusalem.

'The Prince of peace Himself lias said-
Itepentance is the on'y irate"

There is no devious way to p
*

rh«
. way is narrow and is straight.

The sncw fell softly, like white mmh-
against the window pane

th*
It may be that a little wind went
through the council room;

They seemed to see her coming back
to speak with living men again.'The Knvoy of the i>Cad that wait h»
yowl the silence of the ton,h'

I Tlmcu|*r"CO''' "" »» W


